
Hannah Green takes funerals in the Surrey and Hampshire area.  

 

Hannah describes why she became a Humanist Celebrant and the 

training provided by Humanists UK: 
 

Why did you decide to become a Humanist Celebrant? 

A Facebook post by Sandi Toksvig led me to the 

Humanists UK website and the realisation I'd 

always been humanist by nature without seeking 

to give this way of thinking a ‘name’. It was 

uplifting to discover the egalitarian social values 

I'd always held dear are actively promoted by the 

humanist philosophy.  Soon after, I attended a 

friend’s non-religious funeral and found the 

experience very moving in its personal approach. 

I guessed (correctly!) that being a celebrant would 

complement my interests and other freelance 

work; it’s also one of the most validating roles 

I've experienced as I love meeting people from all 

walks of life, hearing about what is important to 

them, and working with them to create a 

memorable ceremony. 

 

Can you describe the training course? 

Three charismatic and experienced celebrants, each with their own very individual approach 

to the role, led our training sessions. In a group with 14 other trainees, we attended an initial 

day in London, exploring what Humanism as a concept means to each of us and what the 

celebrancy role involves. Two enjoyable and stimulating residential weekends followed, with 

some homework preparation. We participated in writing, interviewing and speaking exercises 

and our trainers shared much helpful ‘behind the scenes’ advice. 

 

The practical support provided by Humanists UK during and after training has been 

invaluable.  The welcoming network of established celebrants is helpful too; we often share 

experiences at meetings or online and cover ceremonies for each other, ensuring we can 

provide a very reliable and consistent service. 

 

 

 

Hannah Green’s website is http://humanist.org.uk/hannahgreen/  

 
She can be contacted by email: 

hannah.green@humanistceremonies.org.uk or by phone: 07855 

272241 or 01428 481493. 
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